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Riverside Church Lesson Plan for Small Groups  Fall 2021 
 

Sermon Series 

WHOLE-HEARTED – Stories of Healing & Restoration in the Gospel of John 

Week 7 

 

For the Fall 2021 (September 19 – November 21) Riverside’s Sermon Series: “WHOLE-HEARTED” 

looks at stories of healing and restoration in the Gospel of John. As we look at each story, we 

will see an individual (or group) “healed from” something and “healed into” something else 

through their interaction with Christ. In other words, each story provides an example of an 

individual (or group) who encounters Jesus with some need to be healed (either knowingly or 

unknowingly) and how they are impacted by that encounter with Christ. Together, these stories 

paint a picture of the overall restorative nature of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Overall Format for Small Group Meetings 

Small Group meetings provide us a time for connection, study, prayer, and support for one 

another. Obviously, groups are going to be different from each other based on how they are 

comprised, the amount of time the group has been together, and many other factors. 

Regardless of these possible differences, small groups provide a time for both believers and 

those exploring their faith to come together, learn from each other, support each other – and 

have some fun along the way.  
 

Week 7 

Here is a small group meeting format for you to consider: 

 Opening Prayer – this can be an individualized prayer or the Lord’s Prayer 

o Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

 Check-In Time 

o Introductions, as needed 

o Ice Breaker Question (suggested) 

 What would be your ideal vacation? Why? 

o Life Updates (folks can share as they feel comfortable to do so) 

 Read the scripture passages for the week and discuss the companion questions as 

shown below? 
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o The point is not to respond to each question in search of the “right answer;” 

rather, the questions are there to generate dialog and lead the group to 

further exploration of the passage. 

o Leaders can guide the discussion to be sure but are reminded to trust the 

Holy Spirit to direct the discussion. 

 Closing Time 

o Schedule next meeting, if necessary 

o What prayer requests, for joys or troubles, do we have? 

o Closing Prayers 
 

Week 7:  The Man Born Blind 

 HEALED FROM: the desperate search for “why;” the blame game 

 HEALED INTO: freedom from captivity to the “why” question 

 

Note from Gary:  As we are looking at all of John 9, I suggest you read through the whole 

chapter (see below) and discuss overall impressions. Then, we’ll go chapter by chapter for 

discussion in greater detail. It may take more than one session to discussion this entire story. 

 

John 9: 1-41    As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one 

can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he 

spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying 

to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came 

back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 

this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, 

“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, 

“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it 

on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 

sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath 

day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him 

how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 

now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 

sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
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divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 

opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 

parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say 

was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our 

son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 

know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said 

this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 

confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory 

to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. 

One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to 

you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would 

not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then 

they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God 

has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man 

answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened 

my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships 

him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the 

eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They 

answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove 

him out. 

 
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 

him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, 

“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him.  

 
39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those 

who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, 

“Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have 

sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 
 

Discussion Questions 

 What is your initial reaction to this story? 

 Who are the primary characters in this story and what role to they play in the message? 



 
 

4 
 

 

John 9: 1-12    As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one 

can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he 

spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying 

to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came 

back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 

this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, 

“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, 

“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it 

on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 

sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 

Discussion Questions 

 Why were the disciples interested in who was at fault for the man’s blindness? 

o What do you make of Jesus’ answer to their question (see John 9:3-5)? 

 We have read of Jesus performing other miracles. To restore this man’s sight he 

(apparently) needed mud. Is that significant? How so or why not? 

 After the man’s sight is restored, his neighbors seem not to recognize him. Why might 

that be? 

 

John 9: 13-17    13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it 

was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began 

to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, 

and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe 

the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they 

were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your 

eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 

Discussion Questions 

 Jesus healed the blind man on the Sabbath. How is that significant to the story? 

 The Pharisees seem more interested in the keeping of the Sabbath than in the 

restoration of the man’s sight. What does that say about priorities? 

 

John 9: 18-23    18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 

they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, 

who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know 
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that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, 

nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His 

parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 

who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 

Discussion Questions 

 Why did the Jews not believe the man’s sight had been truly restored? 

 Does the behavior of the man’s parents seem odd? 

o Why are they reticent to talk about the restoration of their son’s sight? 
 

John 9:24-34     24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 

him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know 

whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to 

him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you 

already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become 

his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 

Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 

comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 

does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been 

heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he 

could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 

teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 

Discussion Questions 

 What to you make of this second interrogation of the blind man by the Jews? 

 Again, the Jews seem unimpressed by the restoration of the blind man’s sight and 

preoccupied by the fact that this healing occurred on the Sabbath. 

o What does this say about them? 

o Do we ever behave similarly? 

 The blind man provides a beautiful explanation of what occurred, see John 9:30-34 

above.   

o What are your thoughts on this testimony? 

o What are your thoughts on the Jews’ reaction to his testimony? 
 

John 9:35-38     35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 

you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe 
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in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, 

“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him.  
 

Discussion Questions 

 The Jews “drove away” the man and Jesus sought him out. What does that say to us? 

 How is Jesus’ final interaction with the man different from Jesus’ final interaction with 

the woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11) we discussed last week? 

 

John 9:39-41     39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see 

may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this 

and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 

would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 
 

Discussion Questions 

 What does Jesus mean in John 9:39? 

 What do you make of the Pharisee’ reaction to Jesus’ quote here? 

 What does Jesus mean in John 9:41? 

 What does this interaction between Jesus and the Pharisees mean for us today? 

 


